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Abstracts

Savinykh Anna (Hokkaido University)
Pedagogical needs in teaching Russian to Russian-speaking children in Japan: Considerations from a heritage language learning viewpoint

In this presentation, pedagogical needs in teaching Russian as a heritage language in Japan will be compared with those in other countries. Even
though the understanding of pedagogical needs of the target group is indispensable to teaching a heritage language ( Kudryavtseva, 2009, Kagan,

Dillon, 2003 etc ) , only a limited number of studies have been conducted on educational needs as well as on language proficiency of Russian

speaking children in Japan. On the other hand, since the 1990s, with an increase in Russian-speaking immigrants in countries other than Japan, there
has been an accompanying increase in the amount of research on the language proficiency and educational needs of Russian heritage language
speakers (Minkov et al., 2019, Gagarina, 2011 etc.). Examining the results of this research would help to understand typical features of Russian
heritage language acquisition such as incomplete acquisition and language attrition.

“Heritage language” has a “broad” definition (sociolinguistic, not depending on language proficiency: Fishman, 2001 etc.) and a “narrow” definition
(educational, assuming some level of language proficiency: Valdes, 2001 etc.). Here it will be used in the latter meaning. Heritage language
speakers exhibit differences in language proficiency, but usually their listening and speaking skills are better than their reading and writing skills.
Furthermore, receptive skills are better than productive ones (Nakajima, 2001 etc.). In the case of Russian heritage language acquisition there are
numerous examples of an insufficient development in grammar regarding cases, singular and plural forms of both nouns and adjectives, aspects of
verbs and usage of prefixes (Minkov et al., 2019, Gagarina, 2011 etc.). Heritage languages are mostly used at home as spoken language, and that
causes a low level of academic Russian and “spelling as hearing” problems.

By comparing the results of previous studies in other countries with those of research in Japan, specifically regarding proficiency, educational
needs, the opinions of teachers of Russian language schools and clubs, and the educational goals of parents and teachers, we would be able to
explore the educational needs of Russian heritage speaking children in Japan.
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Eetu-Antti Hartikainen (University of Helsinki)
Latest trends in Japanese sauna culture: Focusing on the saunner as a social group

This research presentation will focus on the constantly evolving bathing and sauna culture in Japan during the recent decades. According to
Kobayashi (2018), there is a tendency to see Japan through the lens of a “culture of baths” or ofuro bunka. However, as studies like Numajiri (2000)
and Wada (2005) showcase, this mental construction does not necessarily capture the rising importance of saunas in Japanese bathing. The
concept of sauna will first be defined generally and then recontextualized in the locale of Japan, where it is understood in a possibly different way
than in other cultural contexts such as Finland. A fundamental link will also be made between the decreasing number of sento public baths and the
growing presence of saunas in Japanese bathing facilities. Regarding saunas and sauna bathing in Japan, three important aspects will be discussed:
the increased prevalence of middle class features, the significant emphasis on leisure and luxury instead of necessity and the experience itself
taking centre stage instead of the promoted health benefits.

As the vanguard of this fresh sauna phenomenon, the social group of sauna enthusiasts known as saunner will be introduced and highlighted for
analysis. This specific, self-acclaimed group of people has been attributed to the formation of novel types of sauna culture embodiment and
language use. One example of such language usage is the frequent and highly contextualized utilization of the Japanese verb totonou. The
presenter argues that the initiatives of saunner have brought forth a trend of inventing and sometimes even recreating sauna culture anew with a
myriad of brand-new as well as remodelled ideas of sauna-going. At a later point in time, the ongoing research will be supplemented with a survey
and possible interviews centring around the saunner phenomenon.
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Toru Yamagami (Hokkaido University Graduate School of International Media, Communication and Tourism Studies)
An Exploratory Study on the Relationship Between Attitudes Toward Translanguaging and Different Types of the ideal L2 self

The argument that foreign language classes should be taught in the target language (TL) only, with little credence on the first language of learners
(L1), has existed in foreign language education for quite some time (Ozkaynak, 2020). Thus, using L1 in foreign language classroom has been the
subject of controversial debate and research for many years (Auerback,1993). Furthermore, in Japan’s case, the Japanese Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) and The Course of Study have emphasised that English classes should be taught using English only
(MEXT, 2018).

Proponents of the monolingual approach assume that using L1 has no essential role in English as a second language (ESL) or English as a foreign
language (EFL) classrooms and deprive students of their opportunities to be exposed to target language inputs (e.g., Bouangenue, 2009). They also
argue that if students are placed in a TL-only environment, they will be more motivated to learn their TL (e.g., Macdonald, 1993). However, there is
no empirical evidence that using L1 plays a disruptive role, in ESL or EFL classrooms. For this reason, researchers and foreign language teachers
have become sceptical of the monolingual approach. For instance, if students can use L1 in target language classrooms, it will sustain their
motivation to learn the TL (e.g., Dickson, 1996). Furthermore, granting permission to use their native language can help students address the
emotional barriers they encounter while learning a foreign language and increase their confidence to succeed (e.g., Garcia & Wei, 2014).

Translanguaging has been shown to be related to the learner’s ideal L2 self. However, there has not as yet been any research about how different
types of the ideal L2 self are related to attitudes toward translanguaging. “Translanguagings are multiple discursive practices in which bilinguals
engage in order to make sense of their bilingual worlds” (Garcia, 2009, p. 45). If in the “ideal L2 self” is that if the person we would like to become
speaks an L2, this ideal L2 self is a powerful motivator to study the L2 because of the desire to reduce the discrepancy between our actual and
ideal selves (Dornyei, 2005). Taking into account the above, the purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between attitudes toward
translanguaging and different types of the ideal L2 self. There is a possibility that the result of this study can be a benefit to the field of English
education in Japan and fill the gap between The Course of Study and the current statutes of the English classes in Japan.
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Maria Morooka (Hokkaido University)
The birth of 'Joshi-Tabi' in Japan in the 1970s: With a focus on 'Annon-Zoku'

The phenomenon of ‘women’s groups’ visiting tourist destinations in fashionable clothes is called ‘joshi-tabi’ (girls’ trips) in Japanese society, and
images associated with this phenomenon have been expressed in such mass media as travel brochures, women’s fashion magazines and guide
books for women. In addition, within the tourism industry, agents organize tours as ‘joshi-tabi’. Most previous studies on ‘joshi-tabi’ as social
phenomenon have regarded it as a recent occurrence, and definitions have been ambiguous (Saito et al. 2017; Takayama 2018).
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However, going back to the 1970s, the period at the end of Japan’s era of rapid economic growth as well as the beginning of its consumer society,
we can witness the previously overlooked ‘woman’ being made an actor in ‘trips’; the Discover Japan campaign in which the Japanese National
Railways promoted domestic travel, is a typical event, and at the time women's fashion magazines such as "an * an" and "non-no" were published
one after another. Both magazines frequently featured domestic travel as well as fashion. Thus, ‘traveling women’ who traveled in fashionable
clothes gradually came to be recognized by people as 'Annon-Zoku' (Annon-tribe).

This presentation seeks to clarify how the images of ‘joshi-tabi’, and ‘traveling woman’ were produced by the mass media, focusing on the period
of the 1970s. Moreover, this presentation will examine how the image of 'Annon-Zoku' was formed by "an * an" and "non-no", two magazines
with different ideologies and readerships, and also images that acted on ‘women’ who practice ‘trips’.
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Sonja Skoglund, MA (University of Helsinki)
A summary of the discussion on the topic of environmental ethics in Japan — with a focus on the definitions of the relationship between humans
and nature

Environmental ethics is concerned with humans’ relationship with nature, the definitions of this relationship and the ethical and moral implications
the definitions have. We are currently living in an era that some call ‘the Anthropocene’. In this era, the human race’s material influence on the
planet is so great that it can be identified all the way to the level of geology. We are facing severe and extremely complex environmental problems
that transcend national boundaries. Even though we have caused these problems ourselves, we do not have sufficient collective motivation or
understanding to be able to solve them.

One important means of addressing environmentally harmful models of thinking and behavior all over the world is education. Therefore, the
principles and values that guide education and its content and direction, should be critically analyzed and considered. One major dispute in
environmental education research has been the question of the acceptability of ecocentrism and anthropocentrism as two opposite starting points
for defining environmental education’s value base.

The presenter’s previous studies (Skoglund, 2020) have analyzed the anthropocentric discourse of sustainable development and the ways in which
it manifests itself in the defining of environmental education in Japan. One curious finding was the contradiction between the idea of a so-called
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traditional Japanese view of nature and the modern discourse of sustainable development. While some (e. g. Yamamoto, 2015) refer to ecocentric

thinking as resonating with this “traditional” Japanese view of nature, there did not appear to be much weight given to it in the analyzed
definitions.

This presentation seeks to examine in further detail how this concept of a “traditional” Japanese view of the relationship between humans and
nature is presented and used, especially in the context of environmental education in Japan. For this presentation, the presenter conducted a
limited review of definitions of this concept and its use in academic literature. The presenter’s aim was to look for hints to the explanation for the
contradiction that emerged in the presenter’s prior analyses.
Preliminary results of the review are as follows:
1. The geographical location and natural environment of Japan is central. Buddhist, Confucian, Shintoist and animistic thought have (had) a
great impact on the formation of the view of nature
2. Characteristics mentioned: living in harmony with nature, respecting all life, “there is a god in everything”, abandoning desire
Motivations for bringing up the concept appear to include the promotion of ecocentric thinking over anthropocentric approaches, and on
the other hand, emphasizing the difference between "Western” and ”Japanese” thinking and presenting "traditional wisdom” as morally
superior
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Nobuaki Nanchi (Hokkaido University)
A Study on the attractiveness of Japanese pilgrimage — A case study of Saikoku Kannon Pilgrimage

Since ancient times, Japanese pilgrims have embarked on pilgrimage journeys with the purpose of not only worshipping the gods and the Buddha
but also enjoying entertainment and admiring beautiful things such as art.

Today in the case of the Santiago de Compostela pilgrimage, which attracts many tourists from all over the world, more than half of the tourists
who go to the sanctuary are non-Christians who have no faith and have never belonged to a Christian congregation.

Modern pilgrims are more interested in private issues than institutional beliefs, and they form their private beliefs by cutting out specific elements
of religion according to their interests, and customizing them in a way that is meaningful to them, regardless of the doctrine of the religious
organization.

On the other hand, as economic systems have been evolving from the agricultural economy to the industrial economy, the service economy and
even the experience economy, the economic value of things on offer for consumption has also been evolving from commodities to goods, services
and experiences. That is, a so-called experience economy has been developing in which what the consumer as the subject has experienced is of
great value. In this new economic era, pilgrimage as a traditionally religious act has been fused with tourism and commercialized as a consumable
entertainment product by the tourism industry. Pilgrimage tourists then, while in search of extraordinary and memorable experiences, can
purchase the access to these experiences of pilgrimage tourism as a part of the experience economy.

Previously, there have been no academic investigations involving the measurement of pilgrimage tourism experiences. Therefore, in this study the
presenter sought to consider the attractiveness of modern Japanese pilgrimage tourism from the perspective of tourism studies, and to clarify its
characteristics.

In this presentation, the presenter will first summarize the charm and characteristics of Japan’s oldest pilgrimage circuit, the Saikoku Kannon
Pilgrimage. Next, a questionnaire survey which the presenter has designed to develop a model of the experience economy concept, which was
delivered to tourists who have participated in the Saikoku Kannon Pilgrimage bus tours, will be introduced. Finally, the main results of the
presenter’s analysis will be considered to clarify the source of the charm from the viewpoint of the different dimensions of experience value.
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As a result of the survey, it was found that tourists captured various dimensions of experience value in the Saikoku Kannon Pilgrimage bus tours.
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